MOCK ELECTION 2005

The tradition of holding a Mock election at Bury Grammar school at the same time as a ‘real’ General Election is a long and proud one. Indeed ‘The Clavian’ Volume 1 Number 1contains a humorous account of the 1906 Mock Election, won the Conservatives in the face of a national, and local, Liberal landslide.

99 years later election fever gripped the school before half-term and the various parties began to organise their campaigns even before Mr. Blair named the day. Controversy was present from the outset, with allegations and vote-rigging and other shenanigans in the Conservative candidate selection meeting. Eventually, Adam Jason was confirmed as the Conservative candidate with his defeated rival standing instead as an independent. Ultimately six parties entered the fray: Conservative, Labour, LibDem, UKIP, Independent Socialist and independent Environmentalist. Campaigning, negative and positive, was soon in full swing with a blizzard of colourful posters adorning the walls of the History/Politics corridor. The campaign teams proved extremely imaginative with not only posters but also leaflets, flags, balloons, badges and in a couple of cases websites. Old fashioned canvassing had a place too. 

The Conservatives ran a slick, professional campaign which survived a couple of fall-outs between the candidate and his electoral team about strategy while Labour produced a number of good posters but suffered from the unpopularity of Mr Blair. The LibDems, whose campaign team and candidate were all fourth-formers, scored clever points off their rivals. UKIP staged a populist, tub-thumping campaign, laying particular emphasis on ‘key marginals’, i.e., the 1st and 2nd Forms. Their chief rabble-rouser, with oratorical skills honed on Bury market, was memorably described by a first-former as ‘that bloke who looks like Peter Kaye’. The Environmentalists produced some imaginative posters and other material but perhaps suffered from their delayed entry into the lists. Neutral observers agreed that in many ways the Independent Socialists ran the cleverest and most politically-literate campaign (not surprising since the party consisted of the 7th Form Politics set) but some of their finer ideological points and obscure references to Political History seem to have gone above the electorate’s heads. It was also surely unwise to base their party programme on the 1983 Labour party manifesto, famously described by one of its own MPs as ‘the longest suicide note in history’.
Polling was held on the same day as the real thing, 5th May. When the polls opened at 12-25pm voting was brisk and the atmosphere around the main polling station outside the hall was electric. There was one case of attempted impersonation of another voter and some allegations of bribery and corruption which proved to be groundless, although mysteriously Mr Hone was still being asked by first formers several days later what had happened to the chocolate bars promised to them by the Environmental Party. 
The result was closer than some pundits had anticipated. On a turnout of 68% (somewhat higher than the national average) the total number of votes cast was as follows:

Gaffney (UKIP)-115

Jason (Conservative)-101

Kafle (Lib Dem)- 84

Mody (Environmentalist)-56

Hankinson (Labour)-37

Stirzaker (Socialist)-19
