
What is your name? 
Ajit Singh
Where do you live (city/town)? 
Leicester (great place to live)
Where do you work and what do you do? 
I am based at Leicester and work for BT Openreach as a Quality Analyst (long term secondment).
What made you join the union? 
Initially I joined the union because I thought it was a good idea when I first joined BT and they would help if I got into any trouble, I didn't really know a great deal about what the CWU actually did. (probably not the best reasons to join, but I think this is why a lot of people initially sign up).
What made you want to become more active in the union? 
I started becoming more active in the union through one of our Branch reps who encouraged me. At first I wasn't that interested, but when I started to learn exactly what the union was about I became really interested and involved. (It has been great ever since, and have met some great people and made some good friends).
How have you found it so far? 
I have not been a youth rep for long and its been a massive learning experience for me. I have found other union reps extremely supportive and am proud to be part of the East Midlands Clerical Branch.
What are you passionate about? 
I am passionate about becoming stronger as a union and educating each and every one of our members about how we can and do support them. It is important to fight for the rights of our members and make sure Blue Chip company's don't think they can use the credit crunch as an excuse to withdraw from current agreements and lessen our working conditions.
What part of being in the union interests you the most? (industrial, international, youth, for example) 
I am really interested in our Youth members and what their pre-conceptions of the union are - many of them don't want to be part of the union simply because they don't know anything about us and nobody has even talked to them about the union.
Why? 
Youth are integral to our union today and in the future, many younger people that I speak to about the union have little understanding how we work and what exactly we do, and because of this, are reluctant to be part of the CWU. Without people getting involved we will only get weaker.
What would you like to see the union doing more of or getting involved in? 
I would like the union to get more involved in environmental issues. I am seeing an increased awareness and some initiatives, but I believe we can do so much more. The government seems to talk a lot about the environment but little action is being taken, and eventually it will be too late.
Outside of Work and the Union what do you like to do? 
I enjoy playing and watching football (Manchester United supporter). I also recently joined the local TA (Territorial Army), which is great thing to be part of, and I am looking forward to getting more involved in. I like to stay active and have loved cars since a kid. Going out with friends is always a laugh and a must for most weekends.
