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Frequently asked questions

HOW BIG IS THE BUS?

The bus is 30ft/9.15m long, 12.15ft/3.70m tall and 8ft/2.44m wide.

WHERE WILL THE BUS PARK?

The bus will fit into most school car parks, but will park where requested as long as it is deemed suitable.  If you think there might be a parking issue then please call the Waste Education Bus Officer on 01604 367634 for help and guidance.

DOES THE BUS NEED POWER?

The bus power supply is self contained; however the bus may need access to a plug socket in some circumstances. 

ARE SCHOOL STAFF REQUIRED ON BOARD THE BUS?

At least one member of school staff is required to accompany each group that visits the bus and to support the session.

WHAT ACTIVITIES ARE AVAILABLE ON BOARD THE BUS?

The bus features an IT suite plus a number of hands on activities that encompass the 3R’s, composting and the environment.  The bus also features a working wormery.

WHAT DOES A WORKSHOP ON THE WASTE EDUCATION BUS INVOLVE?

A typical workshop is 1hour long. The children then receive a presentation to explain the concepts of reduce, reuse and recycle for example.  They are then split into two groups for the on board activities.  One group uses the IT suite whilst the other group uses the hands on activities, the groups are then swapped over.  Different topics and more detailed workshops can be delivered if specifically requested.

HOW LONG DOES THE BUS VISIT FOR?

This depends entirely on your school, the bus can visit for a morning, afternoon, day or even two days depending on how many children you would like to visit the bus.

HOW MANY CHILDREN CAN TAKE PART?

The bus accommodates 15 children comfortably in one workshop; it can take a maximum of 20 children if necessary.

ARE THERE ANY HEALTH AND SAFETY ISSUES I SHOULD BE AWARE OF?

An up to date risk assessment for the bus is sent out with each confirmation of booking.  School staff must remain with the children at all times and are responsible for their health and safety.

IS THERE WHEELCHAIR ACCESS?

Yes, the stairs of the bus transform into a lift.  Please note this will affect the amount of children that can be on board.
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Northamptonshire Waste Education Team

The Waste Education Team, Northamptonshire County Council, Waste Management, 2nd Floor, Guildhall Hall Road Block, County Hall, Northampton, NN1 1DN, Fax : 01604 237192
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